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MISSION IN CEYLON. 


The last intelligence from this. station is pe- 
culiarly interesting. In a joint letter from the 
missionaries, dated August 11, 1821, they men- 
tion, With much feeling, the death of Mrs. 
Poor, an account of which was published in 
our last volume. They speak, also, of their 
disappointment in the establishment of a print- 
ing press, as Mr. Garrett could not be permit- 
ted to remain within the possessions of the East 
India Company : but Providence had dictated 
that Mr. Garret should be sent to Bombay, to 
supply the place in the printing office at that 
station of Mr. Bardwell, who bad heen obliged, 
by ill heath, to return to thiscountry. The 
missionaries state, that their mission in Ceylon 
has received the sanction of the British gov- 
ernment, and they have reason to be thankful 
that they have a prospect of spending (heir 
lives among those perishing heathen. 

Their afflictions and trials appear to have 
been sanctified, and the God of Missions has 
made up all their losses by giving them the 
consolations of His presence, and pouring out 
his Spirit upon them, and blessing their la- 
bours. The prospects of the mission appear 
to be truly encouraging, as will be seen by the 
following extracts from their joint letter. 


From the Missionary Herald. 


Hitherto we have been obliged to speak 
of judgments. But in the midst of judg- 
ments the Lord hath remembered mercy. 
The prospects of our mission are encourag- 
ing. Already have the first fruits from a- 
mong this heathen people been gathered in. 
At Tillipally, on the 22d of April last, the 
two children from the boarding school, (Na- 
thaniel Nilesand Jordan Liodge,) were bap- 
tized and received as members of the church 
of Christ. The circumstances attending 
their reception were interesting. There 
were five candidates for admission, of whom 
two were adults, viz. (besides the two above 
named,) Valu, a schoolmaster, a man of 
high cast; Valen, a gardener, who is a Co- 
via, or slave; and Porter, a boy in the 
boarding-school. Of all these, hopes had 
been for some time entertained, that they 
were fit subjects for receiving the ordinan- 
ces, and meetings were held with them, for 
the purpose of instructing them in relation 
to a profession of Christianity, and to the 


persecutions which they might expect to 
experience. All of them appeared well. 
Six or eight days before the time appointed 
for their admission, the school-master came 
to brother Poor in much trouble. The re- 
lations of his wife had come together, and 
resolved to separate her from him, if he 
did not relinquish his intention of being 
baptized. Under these circumstances he 
did not know how to act. Brother Poor 
read and explained to him the rule laid 
down by the Apostle, 1 Cor. vii. 15. He ap- 
peared much interested in the subject and 
expressed his resolution to make a profession 
of his faith. But, as the opposition increas- 
ed, and his wife positively refused to cook 
for him, he was at length induced to yield 
so far, as to request his baptism might be 
deferred. Valen, the other adult heathen, 
who is a man weak in mind, was intimi- 
dated by his master and relations, and in- 
duced to follow the schoolmaster’s exam- 
ple. The boy from the boarding-school, 
Porter was excluded for the time, on ac- 
count of some improprieties of conduct. 

As so many of the little number had fail- 
ed, it was thought, on the Friday preceding 
the Sabbath, doubtful whether any would 
be received, especially as Jordan, a boy of 
17 years of age, was violently opposed by 
his mother. She came to brother Poor on 
Saturday morniug, overwhelmed with grief, 
saying that he should be forsaken by her 
friends, if her son were baptized, and that 
she would not consent to it. Brother 
Poor then stated the subject to her, and to 
her son, as it is presented in the Scrip- 
tures, and submitted it to him, whether 
he would be influenced by the authority 
of Christ, or by that of his mother. This 
was an affecting scene. It affords a strik- 
ing illustration of the words of our Saviour; 
—* A man’s foes shall be those of his own 
household.” Jordan went aside, and con- 
versed with his mother on the subject, and 
told her that he was resolved to profess his 
faith in Christ. She told him he should 
never come into her house again. Jor- 
dan’s father, who was absent from home at 
this time, had previously given his consent 
that his son should be baptized. 

Soon after, Niles, aged 15 years, was 
received as a candidate for baptism, he 
went to his village, to acquaint his friends 
with what he was about tode. He took 
his sister alone, (who is the only near rela- 
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tion he bas.) explained the subject to her, 
and obtained her consent. But when bis 
other friends and neighbours understood the 
case, they were much displeased. They 
abused Niles, and said that his parents weré 
fools for placing him under our care. His 
sister also became opposed to his being 
baptized. Niles was little affected by this 
opposition. 

It -was a very interesting scene to be- 
hold these children, separated from their 
perishing countrymen, willing to take up 
the cross, and bear it after Jesus. Niles 
and Jordan Lodge were baptized by broth- 
er Poor. Mr, Chater Baptist Missionary, 
administered the sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper. Four or five hundred persons 
were present, a greater part of whom were 
children. 

We are happy to ‘state, that two of the 
individuals, Valen and Porter, mentioned 
above, were on the 4th of this month, ad- 
mitted to the church. 

At the same time George Kock (the 
young men who brother Warren took to 
assist him in the medical departinent at 
Tillipally, and who now serves in the same 
capacity at Pandeteripo,) was received. 
For some time past, he has visited the peo- 
ple from house to house, for the purpose of 
instrusting them in the plan of salvation 
through Christ. His knowledge of the na- 
tive language gives him gyeat facility in 
communicating religious truth. 

One of the boys attached to the board- 
ing school at Pandeteripo, made a_ profes- 
sion of his faith in Christ on the 10th of 
this month. His name is P. M. Whelpley. 
He is 16 years of age. His father was for- 
mnerly a Catholic. In consequence of his 
committing his children to the care of Pro- 
testants, he has been excluded from the 
Catholic communion. He appeared en- 
tirely willing that his son should join us. 
This boy received his first religious impres- 
sions at Tillipally, two years ago ; and gives 
pleasing evidence of piety.* 

It is with devout thankfulness htat we 
state, that from the time of sister Poor’s 
death the Lord seems to have been operat- 
ing by his Spirit, upon the minds of a 
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number at Tillipally, particularly among 





*Our church consists of twenty fyur mem- 
bers. Thirteen of the brethren phd sisters ; 
George Kock, Amy Tompkins, a-oman of col- 
or who accompanied Dr. Scudder, from Amer- 
ica, Francis Malleappa, Gatrie! ‘Tissera, Nich- 
olas Permander, Philip Matthew, Valen. Eben- 
ezer Porter, Jordan Lodge, Nathaniel Niles, 
and P. M. tay me twenty one of this num- 
ber sat down together at the communion table 


at Tillipally, on the 4th of this month, 
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the boys and girls in the boarding school. 
We entertain the hope that two of the girls 
have passed from death to life. 


Native Students tn Theology. 


The three young men, Francis Malleap- 
pa, Gabriel Tissera, and Nicholas Perman- 
der, of whom a particular description has 
been given in former letters, have for some 
time past been directing their attention to 
theological studies. We rejoice to say, 
that they adorn the profession they have 
made, and bid fair to be extensively use 
ful in preaching Christ to their perishing 
countrymen. We expect to license them 
to preach the Gospel in a short time. 

We have reason to be particularly thank- 
fulthat five out of the six who have, within 
Jess than four months, been added to our 
church, are very promising youth We 
trust the Lord designs them eventually to 
be preachers of righteousness. 

We have previously stated, that before 
the arrival of Mr. Garret, we had contem- 
plated the establishment of a new mission 
on the neighbouring continent, if the Board 
would give us permission. The dealings 
of God with us thus far, give us encourage- 
ment to hope, that, in a few years, we 
shall have a number of native preachers. 
We therefore, still keep our attention di- 
rected to the continent, and should be glad 
to know the views of the Committee re- 
specting our extending ourselves to that 
place. 


Ordination of Dr. Scudder. 


In compliance with the directions of the 
Prudential Committee, brother Scudder 
has been admitted to the ministry, by the 
laying on of the handsof the Presbytery. 

Having been examined on experimenta} 
religion, and theology, he was ordained in 
the Wesleyan chapel at Jaffnapatam, on 
the evening of the 15th of May. Tne in- 
troductory prayer was made by the Rev. 
Mr. Chater, Baptist missionary ; the ser- 
mon by brother Meigs; the consecrating 
prayer by brother Spaulding ; the charge 
by brother Winslow ; the right hand of fel- 
lowship by brother Roberts, Wesleyan mis- 
sionary ; and the concluding prayer by 
brother Poor. Brother Woodward, though 
very feeble, was able to read the last hymn. 
Brother Richard was absent, on account of 
ill health. It was particularly interesting 
to see missionaries of different denomina- 
tions, lay aside all party distinctions, and 
unite as brethren. 


Concluding Remurks. 
We are much distressed to hear of the 
pecuniary embarrassment of the Board 
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and regret exceedingly to be obliged to 
draw so often, and so largely upon their 
funds. To do what we can to lighten the 
expense, we have resolved to attempt liv- 
ing on a reduced system, by deducting 
twenty rix dollars monthly from the al- 
lowance of each family. We hope that 
the sovereign Lord of missions will contin- 
ue to incline the hearts of his children to 
contribute to the support of that cause, in 
which thousands of immortal souls, equally 
precious with theirs, are eternally concern- 
ed. We do earnestly hope, that they will 
not allow these establishments to droop and 
die. We fee! confident that the more they 
do for the sake of Him who loved them, 
and gave himself for them, the greater will 
be their crown of rejoicing in that great 
day, when they must meet these heathen, 
whom they have a strict charge to evangel- 
ize. We trust when they reflect, how much 
the Lord has already blessed their exertions 
to spread the light of the gospel in this be- 
nighted land ; that he has, since the com- 
inencement of this mission, added len per- 
sons to our church, nine of whom are young 
men of promising piety and talents, and 
who we hope, will hereafter be preachers 
of the everlasting Gospel of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ; and when they re- 
member how much the knowledge of di- 
vine truth is disseminating through the me- 
dium of our schools, and the preaching of 
the Gespel ; that they will feel encouraged 
to make every exertion, to assist us in the 
important work to which we have been 
called, 
_ We subscribe ourselves, Rev. and dear 
Sir, yours in the Gospel, 

J. RicHarps, 

B. C. Meies, 

D. Poor, 

M. Winstow, 

L. SPAULDING, 

J. ScuppeER. 


By a letter dated Nov. 24th, it appears 
that Mr. Woodward, in consequence of a 
severe indisposition of some months con- 
tinuance saile1 on the 12th of September, 
for Madras, where he was kindly received 
into the house of the Rev. Mr. Traveller, 
missionary of the London Society. On 
the 28th, he embarked in the ship Wood- 
ford, Capt. Chapman, for Calcutta. Mr. 
Woodward notices a pleasing series of prov- 
idences, which attended him from Madras. 
The captain generously declined taking 
any thing for his passage. The Rev. 
William Ward, lately in this country, and 
then on his way to Serampore, was his fel- 
low passenger. He had also, the company 
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of Dr. Hare, a distinguished medical gen- 
tleman of Calcutta, to whose skill aud at- 
tentions, under God, he attributes the pre- 
servation of his life. 

The following is the closing part of Mr. 
Woodward’s Jast letter from Calcutta, 
written in December. “ When my thoughts 
recur to Ceylon, I long to be there to wit- 
ness the salvation of God, with which I be- 
lieve the people are visited. My heart has 
been greatly rejoiced to learn, by a letter 
from Mrs. Woodward, that two girls in our 
school at Tillipally, who for some time 
have given evidence of piety, are actively 
engaged in the blessed work—going from 
house to house with the good news in their 
hands—reading to and instructing the poor 
degraded females—and testifying repent- 
ance toward God, and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Could you, my dear 
Sir, look at our mission, and see all the 
encouragement, which God has given us, 
you would then know with how much em- 
phasis we can each say,—‘ for thou, Lord, 
hast made me glad through thy work.’ ” 

Mrs. Woodward’s health has been for 
some months feeble; but, at the latest date, 
was somewhat improved. Mr. and Mrs. 
Scudder had been called to bury another 
child,—the third, whose remains they have 
deposited in a land of strangers. The 
health of Mr. Richards was less favourable 
than formerly ; though there is no intima- 
tion, that he is threatened with speedy dis- 
solution. The rest of their number were in 
the enjoyment of usual health. 

(Mr. Poor’s Journal in our next.) 





MISSION TO THE SANDWICH 
ISLANDS. 


Intelligence from the mission as late as No- 
vember 1821 has been recently received. 
Messrs. Whitney and Ruggles in a late letter to 
the Corresponding Sectretary, dated Atooi, 
Feb. 1821, says: 


We are now happy to tell you, that the 
hand of our covenant God is still stretched 
out for our protection, comfort, and useful- 
ness. The king and people, generally con- 
tinue to be pleased with our object, and ap- 
pear grateful that we have been sent among 
them © Owing to a native dance, which 
had been held on the Island for some 
months past, our adult scholars have fallen 
off. Three of our children have left, on 
account of ill health, There are now 
somewhat over thirty. Five of these begin 
to read a little ; twenty spell words of two 
syllables ; and the remainder with one ex- 
ception, words of one syllable. They can 
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repeat part of the ten commandments, and 
several select passages of the Scripture, in 
theirown language. It is indeed a promis- 
ing school, and our hopes with respect to 
the scholars is great. Ten of these child- 
ren live in our family. The girls we have 
furnished with one suit of clothes each ; but 
the boys will be in great want of garments, 
till supplies can. be sent us. 

Should any of our Christian friends wish 
to name a heathen child and support it in 
our family, their wishes can be complied 
with, should they send us cloth or garments 
ready made, sufficient for its use, as we are 
at no expense whatever in providing food. 
Cloth would he preferred as our little girls 
can already sew tolerably weli, and we 
wish them to improve and be kept from 
idleness. 

Of late, we have made some advances 
in horticulture ; and can have through the 
year, most of the American vegetables, be- 
sides others common to the islands. We 
have manufactured some sugar, and the 
greater part of the molasses which we have 
used since our arrival. 

Our progress in the language has not 
been rapid, but such as with perseverance 
will ensure success. We are blessed with 
the privilege of quietly attending our pub- 
lic and private duties, and have hoped that 
ere long, the light of the blessed sabbath 
will dawn on this benighted Island. T'am- 
oree has assured us of his willingness to 
keep that Sacred day, and that he wishes 
only for the approbation of Reho-reho. 
John Honoree is now with us, by whose as- 
sistance we are permitted to tell these poor 
heathen of Christ, and the way of salvation, 

If we do not wholly mistake the indica- 
tions of Providence, there are tokens for 
good to this people ; and while we call on 
our friends and patrons to unite with us in 
gratitude to our Redeemer, they will not 
forget, that we need a helper, leader, coun- 
sellor,—one, who shall feed us with the 
bread of life. It is more than six months 
since we sat under the sound of the preach- 
ed gospel ; and it is with the keenest emo- 
tions we tell you, that we long, yea, even 
faint for the courts of our God. 

SAMUEL WHITNEY, 
Samue. Ruee.es. 
Rey. Dr. Worcester. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM THE REV. 
A. THURSTON. 
Woahoo, May 4th, 1821. 
Rev. and dear Sir,—-Ourj prospects of 
usefulness among this people are, we think, 
becoming more encouraging. Truth is 


producing a silent influence on the minds 
of some. The station at Kireoah has 
been left since our last joint letter, the king 
with his principal chiefs, having removed to 
this island. He will probably reside here 
for some years. ‘The heads of government 
appear to remain friendly to us. Ou 
schools continue much the same as when 
we wrote you last, and the progress of the 
pupils is truly animating. We cannot give 
you the pleasing intelligence of souls con- 
verted to God, but there is a seriousness on 
the minds of some. 

George Sandwich arrived in the Para- 
gon, on the 20th April, in good health. 
He appears well, and we hope he will do 
well, and be a faithful assistant. Honoree 
and Hopoo continue to do well; the latter 
has done much for the mission. 

The heart of the king, we are told, is in 
the hand of the Lord, and we are not with- 
out hope, that Reho-reho will some time 
recover from his dissipated habits. We can- 
not too deeply feel the importance of pray- 
ing without ceasing, for his conversion and 
reformation. The people tell us, “ When 
the king becomes good, we will be good ; 
but if he does bad, then we shall do bad like- 
wise.” We wish all our patrons and friends 
to feel this subject, and to lift up the supplica- 
ting voice for the king, and for all the people 
of these islands. With christian salutations 
we remain your Servants in the missionary 
labour. Asa THURSTON, 

Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM THOMAS 
HOGVPO TO THE TREASURER. 


Woahoo, May 3, 1821. 

My dear Friend,—Ever since we left 
that favoured country, every day seems to 
convince me of the necessity and happiness 
of a close walk with God. And QO, let us 
be always trusting in God and praying to 
him; and there is no doubt but he will 
hear and bless us with heavenly blessings 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Permit me toinform you, dear sir, that we 
are much pleased with the kindness and be- 
nevolence of the king Reho-reho, and the 
king of Atooi, Tamoree, to the mission fam- 
ily so far. And we still hope that God, who 
is in glory, will abundantly reward these 
kings for the good which they do to us. 
And may you and we ever be united in our 
prayers to the God of heaven at the throne 
of mercy, for the kings Reho-reho and 
Tamoree, so that they might be brought be- 
fore the great Jehovah her Maker. Yea, 1 
need that God would make these men 
good, that they may turn from their vanities. 
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There is in mea strong hope for the 
prospects of usefulness, which open them- 
selves before me. May they cheer and 
raise your hope still higher, while you are 
in that Christian, favoured land, and, fill 
you with holy gratitude to him, who made 
the mankind. And O, may I have grace 
of the Lord Jesus, in order to improve ev- 
ery hour of my time to the service of the 
living God; and maintain holiness and 
honesty of conduct, which shall recommend 
the blessed Gospel of Christ, that very Gos- 
pel, which I sincerely wish to proclaim to 
my poor countrymen. Truly Owhyhee 
idols are no more seen. They are all burn- 
ed in the fire, except one; that is, a sing- 
ing god. I think there is nothing wanting 
in the Sandwich Islands, but to call on the 
friends of Christ to take their sickles. 

One thing more I would really make 
known to you: that is, we three natives are 
wishful, and faithfully look to you for sup- 
port. We need very many articles of 
clothing in this country. In a few years to 
come, perhaps, our clothes, which are now 
on our backs will be gone. 

Still let us keep close to the throne of 
grace, and keep our eyes still upon the 
Lord while we live ; and when we come 
to die, then shall we in glory meet, to part 
no more. Your affectionate friend, 

Taomas Hopoo. 


——— 


AMERICAN INDIANS. 
Extracts from Mr. Hodgson’s Journal. 
(Continued from page 11.) 
On leaving Elliot Mr. Hodgsun observes :— 


I was highly gratified by my visit to El- 
liot—this garden ina moral wilderness ; 
and was pleased with the opportunity of 
seeing a missionary settlement in its infant 
state, before the wounds of recent separa- 
tion from kindred and friends had ceased 
to bleed, and habit had rendered the mis- 
sionaries familiar with the peculiarities of 
their novel situation. 

The sight of the children also, inany of 
them still in Indian costome, was most in- 
teresting. I could not help imagining, 
that, before me, might be some Alfred of 
this western world, the future founder of 
institutions which are to enlighten and civ- 
ilize his country—some Choctaw Swartz 
orElliot, destined to disseminate the bless- 
ings of Christianity, from the Mississippi to 
the Pacific, from the Guiph of Mexico to 
the Frozen Sea. I contrasted them in 
their social, their moral, and their religious 
condition, with the straggling hunters and 
‘heir painted faces, who occasionally star- 


American Indians. 21 


ed through the windows ; or, with the half- 
naked savages, whom we had seen in the 
forest a few nights before, dancing round 
their midnight fires, with their tomahawks 
and scalping knives, rending the air with 
their fierce war-whoop, or “making the 
woods thrill with their savage yells. But 
they form a yet stronger contrast with the 
poor Indians, whom we had seen on the 
frontier—corrupted, degraded, and debas- 
ed by their intercourse with English, Irish 
or American traders. 

It was not without emotion, that I part- 
ed, in all human probability for ever in 
this world, from my kind and interesting 
friends, and prepared to return to the tu- 
multuous scenes of a busy world; from 
which—if life be spared—mzy thoughts will 
often stray to the sacred solitudes of the 
Yaloo Busha, as to a source of the most 
grateful and refreshing recollecticus. I 
was almost the first person from a dis- 
tance, who had visited this remote settle- 
ment ; and was charged with several let- 
ters to the friends of the missionaries. J 
believe they had pleasure in thinking that I 
should probably in a few weeks see those, 
the endearments of whose society they had 
renounced for this world; it seemed to 
bring them nearer the scenes to which they 
had recently bid a last adieu. I felt a 
strange emotion, in being thus made the link 
of communication between these self-de- 
voted followers of our blessed Lord, and the 
world which they had forever quited ; and, 
when I saw with what affection they cher- 
ished the recollection of many, whose faces 
they expected to see no more in this life, [ 
turned with peculiar pleasure to our Savy- 
iour’s animating assurance—There is no 
man that hath left houses, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
lands, for my sake and the Gospel’s but he 
shall receive an hundred-fold now in this 
time, and in the world to come life everlast- 
ing. 

I left with them a late number of the 
Missionary Register, and another of the 
Christian Observer, which I had just re. 
ceived from England. 

A Pastoral scene: 


After parting with the Rev. Mr. Kings- 
bury on the banks of the Yaloo Busha, we 
proceeded through the woods, along an In- 
dian path, till evening, when we reached 
the dwelling of a_half-breed Choctaw, 
whose wife was a Chickasaw, and whose 
hut was on the frontier of the two nations. 
We found him sitting before the door, 
watching the gambols of fifty or sixty of 
his horses, which were frolicking before 
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him ; and of more than 200 very fine cat- 
tle, which at sunset were coming up as u- 
sual, of their own accord, from different 
parts of the surrounding forest, where they 
have a boundless and luxuriant range. The 
whole scene reminded me strongly of pas- 
toral and patriarchal times. He had cho- 
sen this situation, he said, for its retirement 
(in some directions he had no neighbours 
for fifty or a hundred miles,) and because it 
afforded him excellent pasturage and wa- 
ter for his cattle: he added, that occupa- 
tion would give him and _ his family a title 
to it as long as they chose. He had a few 
slaves to cultivate as much iand as was ne- 
cessary, and occasionally killed as many 
deer in as many hours. Near the house 
were some bones of the buffalo; but that 


animal has not been seen in this part of 


the country for many years; he gave usa 
hospitable reception ; and ‘spread a bear 
skin for each of us in his only room, which 
we occupied for two nights, the following 
day being Sunday. 

‘As our host spoke English very well, and 
was very intelligent, our quiet meals gave 
me an opportunity of obtaining some in- 
formation from him relative to the Indians. 

His wife, a pleasing young woman, ate 
with us, but would not or could not speak 
English ; and [often smiled to find myself 
sitting over a cup of coffee between a 
Chickasaw and a Choctaw. 

He told me, that great Changes had tak- 
en placg among the Indians, even in his 
time—that in many tribes, when he was 
young, the children as soon as they rose, 
were made to plunge inthe water, aad 
swim,in the coldest weather; and were 
then collected on the bank of the river, to 
learn the manners and customs of their an- 
cestors, and hear the old men recite the 
traditions of their forefathers. They were 
assembled again, at sunset, for the same 
purpose ; and were taught to regard asa 
sacred duty, the transmissions to their pos- 
terity of the lessons thus acquired. dnd 
thou shall teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shall talk of them when thou 
sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest 
hy the way, and when thou liest down, and 
when thou riseth up. He said, that this 

custom is now abandoned by all the tribes 
with which he is acquainted, except, .to 
use his own words, “where there is, here 
and there an old ancient fellow, who up- 
holds the old way”—that many have talk- 
ed of resuming their old customs, which 
the whites have g gradually undermined ; but 
are unable, from the loss of their traditions 
—that he supposes that these might be re- 
covered, from distant tribes over the Mis- 
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sissipi; but that the Choctaws are acting 
more wisely, in seeking civilization. 

He told me that they had an obscure 
story, somewhat resembling that of Jacob 
wrestling with an angel ; and that the full- 
blooded Indian always separate the sinew 
which shrank, and that it is never seen in 
the venisca exposed for sale: he did not 
know what they did with it. His elder 
brother, whom | afterwards met, told me 
that they eat it as a rarity ; but | lave also 
heard, though on less respectable authori- 
ty, that they refrain from it, hke the an- 
cient Jews. A gentleman, who had lived 
on the Indian frontier, or in the nation, 
for ten or fifteen years, told me that he had 
often been surprised that the Lodians al- 
ways detached this sinew ; but it had ne- 
ver occurred to him to inquire the reason, 

My haif-breed Choctaw also informed 
me, that there were tribes or families a- 
mong the Indians, somewhat similar to the 
Scottish clans ; such as the Panther faimi- 
ly, the Bird family, the Racoon family, the 
Wolf family, he belongs to the Racoon 
family, but his children to the family of his 
w.fe; families being perpetuated in the fe- 
male line—an institution originating per- 
haps,in polygamy. By marriage, the hus- 
band is considered as, in some degree, a- 
dopted into the family of his wife; and the 
wile’s brothers are regarded as, in some re- 
spects, entitled to more influence over th 
children than their own father. The suit- 
or always consults therm (sending thein the 
ustal propitiating offering of a bianket) 
when he wiched to marry thelr neice ; and 
if they approve, the father consents as a 
matter of course. I have since had this 
confirmed ‘by information from many dif- 
ferent sources, 

Those of the same family or clan are 
not allowed to intermarry ; although no 
relationship, however remote, can be trac- 
ed between them; and although the an- 
cestors of the two parties may have been 
living for centuries, in different distant na- 
tions : a marriage between a brother and 
sister, would not excite a stronger sensa- 
tion, or be more loudly condemned. In- 
deed, wherever any of the family or clan 
meet, t they recognise one another as broth- 
ers and sisters; and use one another's 
houses, though personally strangers, with- 
out reserve. 

Their religious belief. 

With respect to the religious beliefof the 
Choctaws, he said, that itis a prevailing 
opinion anong them, that there is a Great 
Spirit, who made the earth, and placed 
them on it, and who preserves them in their 
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hunting journeys, and gives them their 
“ juck in life ;” that, however, they do not 
often think of him—that they believe that 
all who die, go to the Spirit country ; but 
that some suppose it is divided into two na- 
tions ; the one abounding in fine woods, and 
deer, and buffaloes ; the other destitute of 
both—that these imagine, that when the 
spirit of bad men leaves the body, it pro- 
ceeds on the same road as that of good 
inen, till the road forks, when it takes the 
way to the bad country, supposing it to be 
the other—that many expecta great day, 
when the world will be burnt and made 
over again, far pleasanter than it is now, 
when the spirits will return from the Spirit 
country and settle again upon it and that 
near the place where they were buried, 
will be the future home. He here pointed 
toa sermon book which he received from 
his white father (for he can read,) and said 
ihe following sentence conveyed the opin- 
ion of many Indians—* Wheresoever the 
body is laid till the resurrection, thither, as 
to a dwelling house, death brings us home 
—or,as an Indian would express himself, 
“the great fire brings us home.” 

On Monday we set out alone, very ear- 
ly, as there was nota habitation of any 
kind for the distance of fifty miles ; which 
we were therefore to complete in the day, 
or lie in the woods; and as the day was 
wet, they preferred the former. We might 
perhaps have felt some apprehensions also 
of wild beast on such an unfrequented 
road ; since, although we were informed 
that wolves, unless nearly famished, are 
scared by the scent of a human being, a 
hungry panther is sometimes not intimida- 
ted, even by fire. The danger, however, 
of being molested is extremely small. 

Our course, the whole day, was along 
an Indian path, about twelve or fourteen 
inches broad, through woods which pro- 
tected us from the hot sun, when it gleam- 
ed between the showers. 

We arrived safe at the end of our jour- 
ney about sunset; having seen only two 
Indian Hunters and two wolves, in the 
course of the day. I suppose our imagina- 
tions magnified these wolves; as they ap- 
peared larger than those which we had oc- 
casionally seen in the shows. They were 
ofa tawny colour. Rising in the brush- 
wood, about 60 yards from us, they made 
towards an adjoining swamp, leaving us 
well pleased with the direction which they 
had taken. 

(To be concluded.) 
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A NARRATIVE 


Of the state of Religion, within the bounds 
of the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Chuerh ; and of the General As- 
sociation of Connecticut and Massachu- 
setts, and of the General Convention of 
Vermont, during the last year. 


The General Assembly in sending to the 
churches the annual narrative of the state 
of religion within their bounds, wish them 
grace, mercy, and peace from God our Fa- 
ther, and Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We have much _ reason to offer our 
thanksgivings to the Great Head of the 
church, for the many tokens of his love, 
with which he has visited that portion of 
it which isin our land, during the past 
year. He has given many convincing 
proofs, that he has been present with the 
assemblies of his people to bless them by 
bestowing on them the influences of his 
Holy Spirit. Him we acknowledge and 
adore as our Redeemer and Head, as the 
foundation of our hopes and the source of 
all grace, and we ascribe glory and domin- 
ion to him that loved us, and washed us 
JSrom our sins in his own blood. 

But while there are many reasons for 
thankfulness and rejoicing, there is much 
also to be deplored. 

It is with deep sorrow, that the Assem- 
bly have heard numerous complaints of 
lukewarmness and conformity to the world, 
among professing Christians. The neglect 
of family prayer, the want of zea for ex- 
tending the interest of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom, attachment to the world, conformi- 
ty to its sinful customs and pleasures, and 
in some instances dissensions and backslid- 
ings prove that these complaints are but too 
well founded. Such professors seem to 
have forgotten the deep obligations which 
they are under, from their own voluntary 
engagements of obedience to God, and 
from the dying love of Him who gave him- 
self for them, to redeem them from all 
iniquity ; that the God whom we serve is 
“a jealous God ;” and that the sins of his 
people are peculiarly hateful to him. We 
affectionately, and yet solemnly call upor 
them te remember from whence they are 
fallen, and to repent and do their first 
works; tobe watchful and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to die. 

In some parts of our land, attempts are 
made to propagate the most pernicious 
errors. With a zeal worthy of a better 
cause, and under lofty pretentions to supe- 
rior rationality and to deeper discoveries 
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in religion, some are endeavouring to take 
away the crown from the Redeemev’s head ; 
and to degrade Him whois the mighty God 
and the Prince of life, to a level with mere 
men, and to rob us of our hopes of redemp- 
tion through his blood. Pretending too, 
a more expanded benevolence to man, 
and more enobled ideas of the goodness 
and mercy of God, they assiduously propa- 
gate the sentiments, that all men will ul- 
timately obtain eternal happiness, however 
sinful their present temper and conduct 
may be, without any regard to the cleans- 
ing of the blood of atonement, or the sanc- 
tifying influences of the Spirit of God. 
Believing that these sentiments are utterly 
subversive of gospel truth and holiness ; 
that they are alike dishonouring to God, 
and destructive tothe present and eternal 
welfare of men, we cannot but affection- 
ately warn you against them. Beware, 
brethren, lest ye also being led away with 
the error of the wicked, fall from your own 
steafastness. Cherish an ardent attach- 
ment tothe truth which is according to 
godliness ; and seek to experience in your 
own souls its sanctifying influence. 

The gross vices of intemperance, profane 
swearing, Sabbath breaking and gambling 
still extensively exist. The excessive use 
of spirituous liquors continue to produce 
the most deplorable effects and threatens 
still greater injury. That such crimes 
should any where exist, is*matter of as- 
tonishment and sorrow. They prove that 
man hasgdeeply apostatized from God ; 
and that our nature is both degraded and 
depraved. 

But there is one subject to which the 
Assembly advert with the most painful feel- 
ings. Vast sections of our country, par- 
ticularly our frontiers, are destitute of the 
stated means of.grace, and are loudly call- 
ing upon us, in the words of the man of 
Macedonia, come over and help us. 

In the Presbytery of Niagara, which 
eonsists of twenty-six congregations, there 
are but four which have pastors. In the 
Presbytery of Genessee, which consists 
of nineteen congregations, two only have 
pastors, but one enjoys the stated preach- 
ing ofthe gospel more than half the time. 
Inthe Presbytery of Bath, the churches 
are few, and most of them destitute of the 
ininistry of the word. ‘There are but six 
ministers 10 nearly as many counties. 
Multitudes are evidently living without 
God in the world, and paying not even an 
outward respect to the institutions of the 
gospel. In many families the Scriptures 
are not to be found, and in too many in- 
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stances, little or no desire is shown to pos- 
sess them. In many places no meetings 
for the public worship of God are held ; 
and in many others such meetings are thin- 
ly attended. In the Presbytery of Champ- 
lain, many towns are destitute of a preach- 
ed gospel and church privileges ; and in 
the Presbytery of Susquehanna, which 
spreads over an extensive country, among 
twenty-six congregations, which are wide- 
ly scattered, there are but ten ministers. 
Of twenty-nine congregations, which be- 
long to the Presbytery of Erie, twenty-one 
are destitute of a stated ministry ; and of 
thirty-three congregations which belongs to 
the Presbytery of Louisville, more than 
half are in the same destitute condition. 
In the Presbytery of Union, two or three 
times the present number of ministers are 
needed, to supply the spiritual wants of 
that portion of our church. In the Presbyt- 
ery of Grand River, which consists of twen- 
ty-nine congregations, there are but twelve 
ministers. The Presbytery of West Ten- 
nessee, which spreads over a Jarge tract of 
country and embraces within its bounds a 
population of 310,000 inhabitants, has ouly 
fourteen ministers belonging to it; and 
there is not a single ficentiate within their 
bounds. ‘The few missionaries that have 
passed through this region have been well 
received, and much solicitude is manifest- 
ed by the people to obtain the labours of a 
zeajous and enlightened ministry. That 
section of our church which is contained 
within the bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Missouri and Mississippi, loudly calls for 
the attention of the Christian public. The 
Presbytery of Missouri extends over a 
country nearly 500 miles square, and con- 
tains upwards of 120,000 inhabitants ; and 
much of it is still a moral waste. Thou- 
sands are crying for the bread of life; and 
there is reason tv believe that many new 
churches might be formed, if there were a 
sufficient number of faithful and devoted 
ministers. ‘The Presbytery of Mississippi 
tov, covers a vast extent of country embrac- 
ing the two states of Mississippi and Lou- 
isiana, the population of which must con- 
siderably exceed 200,000 souls. ‘Though 
covering such a vast extent of country and 
embracing so large population, only eight 
minisiers belong to it, and only four licen- 
tiates are under its care. Several towus of 
importance which are rapidly increasing 
in popujatian and wealth, present most in- 
teresting stations for missionary labours. 
Among these New Orleans deserves to be 
particularly mentioned, as presenting a 
field for exertions truly astonishing for 
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magnitude, interest and difficulty. It con- 
tains 46,000 inhabitants and is annually 
growing in resources of all kinds. The 
short ministry of Mr. Larnerd we have rea- 
son to believe was very useful, and while 
we affectionately sympathise with the con- 
gregation in that city, on the-loss of their 
esteemed pastor, we offer our prayers to 
God, that he would speedily bestow on them 
another faithful pastor to supply his place. 
The Presbytery of Georgia, which extends 
over more than half the state of Georgia, 
and consists of but eight ministers ; and the 
Presbytery of Concord, contains within 
their bounds, extensive tracts of country 
where the ordinances and institutions of 
religion are hardly known. 

In most of these destitute parts of the 
country, pernicious errors are assiduously 
and successfully propagated ; and in all of 
then: gross immoralities abound. Remov- 
ed from the benign influences of the gos- 
pel of Jesus, without its powerful restraints, 
destitute of Sabbath, and Sanctuaries, un- 
checked by the solemn admonitions, and 
uncheered by the glorious hopes of the 
Gospel, multitudes there, live in sin, and 
die in impenitence. Seidom does the 
herald of salvation raise his inviting voice 
among them, and seldom do the sounds of 
prayer and praise ascend as grateful offer- 
ings toheaven And these are our breth- 
ren ; bone of our bone and flesh of our 
flesh : many of their fathers worshipped 
with our fathers in the same Sanctuary, 
and with many of them we have gone up 
to the house of God. Surely their claims 
upon our christian liberality are peculiarly 
strong: and we cannot suffer their earnest 
request that we should send thein the word 
of life, to be refused. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, that a 
very earnest desire is felt, and a laudable 
zeal shown, to obtain the gospel ministry 
in these destitute parts of our land. Many 
of the followers of Jesus offer up to him 
their fervent prayers, that he would send 
among them faithful labourers: and Sab- 
bath day schools, and Missionary, and Ed- 
ucation Societies, have been in some pla- 
ces established. In some instances, the 
destitute congregations persevere in main- 
taining public worship ; and there is an in- 
creasing attention to the means of grace. 
We have heard too, with pleasure, that in 
many uf these destitute parts of our land, 
ininisters have frequently gone forth in 
company, two or three at a time, and 
preached, and visited, and God has greatly 
blessed their labours. 

But, we turn to contemplate more pleas- 


ing subjects. It cannot but be gratifying 
to the friends of the Redeemer’s kingsom, 
to learn, that with few exceptions, the state- 
ments which we have received from the 
different Presbyteries, represent the in- 
terest of religion to be on the increase. 

Infidelity is scarcely any where openly 
professed. The churches are generally 
walking in peace. There is generally an 
increased attention to the public ordinances 
of worship ; and many new congregations 
have been organized, and new churches e- 
rected throughout our country. Several of 
these have been built in regions, where but 
a short time since was nothing but a waste 
wilderness uniahabited by civilized man. 

The monthly concert for prayer is gen- 
erally observed. Bible classes and cate- 
chetical instruction of youth, are still con- 
tinued with the most beneficial effects. 
Baptized children with their parents, have 
in many instances been convened, and, 
reminded of the solemn obligations impo- 
sed upon them, by the baptismal covenant. 
Praying Societies are very generally estab- 
lished. Sabbath day schools are very nu- 
merous and flourishing, and thousands of 
youth who probably would otherwise have 
grown up ignorant and vicious, have by 
means of these institutions been instructed, 
and fitted to make useful members of so- 
ciety. 

Liberal patronage has generally been 
extended to the various benevolent and 
pious institutions, which are established 
within our bounds, and many Missionary, 
and Education, and Bible Societies are 
flourishing. It has given the Assembly un- 
feigned joy, to hear of the flourishing con- 
dition, and the increasing prosperity of the 
American Bible Society. During the past 
year a considerable addition has been 
made, both to its funds, and to the number 
of auxiliary societies connected with it. 
We offer our fervent prayers that the bless- 
ings of the God of heaven my rest upon it. 
Several societies for the education of poor 
and pious youth, who have the Gospel min- 
istry in view, have been established during 
the past year; and the churches appear in 
some degree to be awaking toa sense of 
the importance of this subject. 

It is with pleasure that we notice the 
formation of several Missionary Associa- 
tions of young men. The Young Men’s 
Missionary Society at Richmond, is en- 
titled to particular notice. During the 
last year they have employed eight mission - 
aries, and have expended in their support 
about one thousand dollars. 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 
To the Editor of the Boston Recorder, 


Sir,—There isa pleasing work of di- 
vine grace in this region, embracing New- 
Ipswich, Rindge and some other towns in 
New-Hampshire, together with several oth- 
ersin the north part of the County of 
Worcester. The greater part of this re- 
gion has been the seat of darkness, stupid- 
ity and error, for a long course of years ; 
but the slumber of mortal death seems now 
to be disturbed—the Holy Spirit is ev- 
idently here on a visit of mercy—and those 
pious souls who have wished, and waited, 
and prayed, for the consolations of Israel, 
now see it, and are glad. 

The work commenced in New-Ipswich, 
during the last summer or autumn, and still 
continues with very pleasing, hopeful pros- 
pects. I cannot state the precise number 
of those, who appear to give evidence of 
having become the subjects of grace, but 
probablygl shall not be incorrect in saying 
that it exceeds 100. 

In Rindge there has been a revival of 
religion for several months—the number 
of hopeful subjects of the work are 40 or 
more. 

In Fitchburg a special attention to reli- 
gion began to be visible, some time last 
winter, and it has not entirely subsided—as 
many as 15 have given evidence of having 
passed from death unto life—a spirit of 
prayer is still prevalent among Christians. 

In Ashby, the church and congregation 
of which Rev. John M. Putman is minis- 
ter, began to be visited with the refreshing 
influences of the Holy Spirit, last autumn. 
The excitement still continues, and seems 
to be almost general—as many as 45, it is 
hoped, have been born of the Spirit, and 
20 have been added to the church. 

A revival of religion commenced in this 
town, (Winchendon,) more particularly in 
the congregational church and society, 
during the month of March. The work 
has been gradual, but, considering the time 
of its continuance, itis great, and is now 
becoming more general, and more deci- 
sive in its character. Meetings on the 
Sabbath, prayer meetings, conferences, and 
meetings for youth, are well attended, 
are solemn, and appear to be followed with 
happy results. But I think no meeting is 
so much blessed in awakening the careless, 
i directing the anxious, and confirming 
the hopeful subjects of grace, as the Ingui- 
ry Meeting, which had been held weekly, 
ever since the revival began. Thirty or 
forty, we hope have experienced a change 
of heart—seven have united with the church 
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—eight more are propounded. We have 
many praying souls, and the great body of 
the church are continually uniting in 
prayer, that God would carry on his work, 
and make still greater displays of his pow- 
er and grace. Yours, &c. 
May 27, 1822. Eser L. Crark. 


SOCIAL PRAYER. 

Much useful instruction may be derived 
from the following hints on social prayer. 
They are copied from the London Evangelical 
Magazine; and it is gratifying to notice that 
christian experience produces the same practic- 
al results in all places. In our social prayer 
meetings in this city, the same sentiments have 
been often recommended, and in a good de- 
gree adopted. We would cordially recom: 
mend them to others. 

Social prayer is a duty so strongly obli- 
gatory on Christian churches, and so 
closely connected with their welfare, that 
it cannot be neglected without sin and loss. 
The promise of Christ encourages it, and, 
in all ages it has been the means of obtain- 
ing the richest blessings for individuals 
and communities. Jn every view it bears 
a character of high importance, and de- 
mands our serious regard. But it must be 
evident to reflecting observers that its real 
usefulness is often destroyed by the impro- 
per spirit or manner in which it is conduct- 
ed. Yes, with pain and sorrow be it re- 
marked, that those who occupy the most 
prominent stations in Christian societies, 
expected to be their most efficient agents, 
either from the want ofa spiritual mind, or 
a prudent judgement, some time hinder the 
proper and best effects of one of the most 
sacred and valuable institutions. Under 
the consideration of this affecting circum- 
stance, the following hints are addressed 
to those who are accustomed to pray in the 
meetings of Christians ;— 

Be uniled. The affectionate union of 
believers is the main principle upon which 
social prayer is founded, and from which 
its efficacy arises. Prayer is eminently a 
spiritual service ; and in its social exer- 
cise requires a mingling of spirit with spirit, 
and of heart with heart. It is of indispens- 
able necessity when Christians meet to 
pray, that they should be “of one accord 
and of one mind.” 

Between believers a real union subsists, 
inexpressibly close and sacred—a union 
which they owe to unbounding grace, and 
for which their offerings of gratitude should 
be presented to God. They were chosen 
by one sovereign act of God, and jov togeth, 
erin the bosom of his eternal love ; they 
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are joined to Christ by one Spirit and are 
the members of his mystical body ; they 
are brethren of one family, and joint-heirs 
of one unfading possession in heaven. This 
union or rather oneness, should be ever 
kept in the mind, and if felt and realized, 
will excite the tenderest affections and the 
kindest sympathies in the breast of believ- 
ers for each other; and their prayers to- 
gether, though many. will be as the utter- 
ance of one soul. 

On the contrary, strifes and jealousies, 
mutual suspicions and distrust, strike at the 
root of all social devotion. Yet unhappily 
some are so destitute of “brotherly kind- 
ness and charity,” that they intemperately 
break through the Lounds of common de- 
cency, by making their public prayers the 
vehicles of reproof and censure. Strangely 
ignorant, or forgetful of the sacredness of 
divine worship, and of their obligation to 
* love one another with a pure heart fer- 
vently,” they infuse the bitterness of their 
spirits into their professed supplications to 
God; and widen existing breaches by the 
meaus which, if properly used would heal 
them. This is an offence of no ordinary 
magnitude. It is at once an act of serious 
injustice against our brethren ;—an insult 
to God,—by presenting to him the fruits of 
our ubhaliowed passion uader the mockery 
of devotion, anda dishonour and injury to 
the cause and the kingdom of the Redeein- 
er. Perhaps it is an evil that does not fre- 
quently arise, and on that account there 
may be the less need to hint a caution a- 
gainst it; but having witnessed it in dif- 
ferent Christian societies, with the ill ef- 
fects it has produced, I could not let it pass 
unnoticed, 

Be humble. Esteem and honour one ano- 
ther, in love, and always consider the lowest 
place the safest, the fittest, the happiest, the 
best. Beware of the tempter of Diotrephes, 
the love of pre-eminence, when you meet at 
the footstool of mercy. There you stand 
on equal ground, as sinners in need of un- 
merited grace, and should be chiefly soli- 
citous to feel your want with an abased 
and contrite heart. 

Be not oifended if you are not so often 
requested to engage in prayer as others ; 
there may be sufficient reason for it, which 
from motives of tenderness your brethren 
cannot mention to you, at all events, let a 
sense of your unworthiness to speak to God 
reconcile you to the seeming preference 
which is shewn to your fellow Christians. 
In the cultivation of this lowly mind, you 
will enjoy a sweet and unruffied serenity 
that will endear to you the praying assem- 
blies of the saints ; and it will be the means 
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of introducing you into the banqueting- 
house of Him whom your souls love, where, 
in delightful fellowship with Him you will 
foretaste the blessedness of the triumphant 
state in glory. 

If you are favoured with superior gifts, 
think not the more highly of yourselves on 
that account ; you have received all] from 
God, and the more you have received the 
greater your debt, and the stronger your 
motive to humility. However splendid and 
eminent your mental accomplishmeuts, 
they will be of no real use either to your- 
selves to the church, if not exercised with 
poverty of spirit. Pride spreads a tarnishi 
on the brightest talents ; and no sight is 
more odious than that ofa man vain of his 
abilities,jendeavouring to display thein in 
addresses to God, with a view to gain ap- 
plause. When entering the sanctuary, you 
wili do well to recollect, that where much 
is given much will be required ; and that 
he who perverts his talents to purposes of 
self-glorying, takes an effiectual means to 
dishonour God, and bring judgment upon 
his own soul, You are in danger in pro- 
portion to the excellence of your gifis, and 
should be proportionably watchful, lest you 
be exalted above measure, 

Be simple.—Avoid high sounding ex- 
pressions and a multiplicity of words in 
prayer. Nature teaches that the language 
of supplication should be artless and una- 
dorned. Petitions from the wretched, the 
indigent, or the helpjess, couched in pemp- 
ous terms, indicates the pride, not the hu- 
wility of the supplicant—his want of pro- 
per feeling, not his fervour. And when we 
hear a guilty apostate mortal addressing 
his offended and injured Maker ina sup- 
plicatory harrangue of swelling words, who 
can resist the conviction, that he is insensi- 
ble of his real state, and is seeking to yain 
the admiration of men, rather than the 
needed benefits of Redemption by the 
blood of Jesus. 

When we offer supplication to God, we 
do it either as criminals or children. Ifas 
criminals under a sense of guilt and con- 
demnation, our petitions will be dictated 
by the distress and solicitude of our feel- 
ings, and will pot, cannot, be studied or 
pompous. If as children, we shall feel no 
need- of multiplying words in order to be 
heard. In common life, we should be 
struck with the singular folly of a chitd, 
sitting at the table of his father, requesting 
of him any part of the food he wished or 
wanted, in anaifected and showy style: but 
it is something more than folly ; itis of- 
fensive, if not profane, for the protessed 
suns of God to ask of Him the provisions of 
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his grace in parade of language ; as if He 
would be the best pleased with and admire 
that which gratifies our vanity and corrupt- 
ed taste. 

It is, however, painful to observe, that 
some persons in public prayer spend a 
chief part of their time in offering observ- 
ations on the nature of God, and the mode 
of his subsistence—in detailing His attri- 
butes—in descanting on His works, their 
greatness, number, and variety ; and deduc- 
ing therefrom proofs of His existence and 
perfections—in discussing the doctrines of 
His Word—in stating the privileges of be- 
lievers—and in dictating reflections on the 
nature, obligation, and importance of Chris- 
tian duties. They appear to be engaged in 
instructing others in the truths of religion, 
or in making a confession of their faith ; 
not in prayer. The effects of such a prac- 
tice are, uniformly, dissatisfaction and dis- 
gust; persons of serious piety, in conse- 
quence of it, goto prayer-meetings with 
reluctance ;—more for the sake of exam- 
ple than with an expectation of spiritual 
benefit ; while others, of habits less deci- 
dedly religious, abstain from them altogeth- 
er as uninteresting and wearisome. Sure- 
ly, too much pains cannot be taken to cor- 
rect and guard against a practice attended 
with such injurious effects. 

The Scripture examples of prayer, while 
they often contain the most elevated sen- 
timents, and evince the most ardent feel- 
ings interest and effect us by the artlessness 
In the patterns of 
prayer given by Christ to his disciples, 
simplicity is a most striking characteristic. 
The first sentence, “ our father,” is inimit- 
ably tender, sublime, and artless; equally 
fit for the lisping infant and the tongue of 
a saint in glory ; and well adapted to em- 
bolden and animate the confidence and 
hope of a sinner in “making his request 
known unto God.” But it is a standing re- 
proof to the practice of those who affect to 
introduce themselves and others into the 
presence of God, by reciting his perfections, 
and by attaching lofty epithets to His name: 
nor is the form of its following compre- 
hensive petitions and concluding adoration 
less abmirable, nor less decidedly opposed 
to a multitude of words in supplication and 
lengthened doxologies. 

In every view, simplicity in prayer ap- 
pesr rational, scriptural, and desirable ; 
and its attainment would be secured if we 
paid more attention to a right state of 
heart, than to the mode of our expression. 
If the, heart be right, the language of our 
petitions can scarcely be improper ; but 
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if it be not right, eloquence itself will not 
supply the defect. 

Be fervent.—Let every supplication be 
the effusion of warm devotional feeling, 
or it will be offered in vain. Cold and 
spiritless prayer begs denial, and insures its 
own failure. It is feeble and ineffective, 
and falls back upon the lip that utters it. 
On the contrary, prayer winged with fer- 
vour of desire finds its way to the mercy- 
seat of God, and returns, like the spies from 
Canaan, bearing the choicest fruits of the 
land of promise. 

Imitate the ery of Peter sinking in the 
wave—the woman of Canaan—or Jacob 
wrestling with the angel till he prevailed. 
Or rather, imitate none. Imitation is the 
parent of languor and formality. Culti- 
vate habitual communion with God ; medi- 
tate much on the worth of spriritual bless- 
ings ; be solicitous above all things to grow 
in grace, and to see religion flourishing in 
its life and beauty in the church ; and your 
prayer in the sanctuary will be, what it 
ought to be, the pouring out of your heart 
before God. 

If we would know and feel the impor- 
tance of a fervent spirit in public prayer, 
we should consider the sin of formality. 
Between prayer, merely formal, and the 
total neglect of it, the moral difference is 
not so great as some may imagine ; unless 
it be that the former is the greater sin. 
Formal prayer is worthless in itself; it de- 
prives ordinances of their utility—brings the 
worship of God into contempt—hardens 
the heart—and, above all, is a taking of 
the name of God in vain. Can there be a 
more awakening motive to fervency ? 
Yet, alas! how prevailing is the want of it! 
And who that loves the dwellings of Zion 
but must deplore the death-like coldness of 
those who lead her worship ? From many, 
one customary round of jaded expression, 
falls in drawing monotony upon the ear ; 
we sleep rather than wake while they 
pray, and are relieved from our torpor 
only when they have concluded. But how 
few plead with God with that earnestness 
which arises from a conviction of the im- 
portance of what they are doing ? 

The want of fervour in prayer may com- 
monly be attributed to a misconception of 
its nature. Prayer is tae utterance of 
want, the expression of anxious desire, the 
cry of distress, the pleading of helplessness, 
the elogence of penitence, confessing 
guilt and imploring forgiveness. It is Faith, 
entering with boldness into the holiest 
places by the blood of Jesus, and asking at 
his band the promised blessings of the 
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New Covenant. It is the sou] pouring out 
its cares, its burdens, and its wishes into 
the bosom of God. Itis a means of spe- 
cial grace, and the way to spiritual enjoy- 
ment. It is the strength of the feeble, the 
succour of the tempted, the refuge of the 
oppressed, and the grand resource of the 
Church in all her wants, trials and exigen- 
cies. Itisa privilege of the first rank and 
value ; but too often considered as a mere 
duty, and practiced with reluctance. It is 
entered upon as a necessary business, not 
as an exercise of delight, and performed as 
a WORK that must be done, and not chosen 
as ameans of sweet and happy converse 
with God as a friend and father. When it 
is viewed in so low and degrading a light, 
it is not surprising, though lamentable, to 
observe it degenerate into an unfeeling 
bodily service. 

Be short.—The time allotted for prayer- 
meetings is usually limited, and proportion- 
ate brevity in praying should be carefully 
observed. Within an hour, four at least 
may always engage ; I have known more, 
and it has given life and interest to the 
meeting. Long prayers are generaliy felt 
to be tiresome. Even persons of much 
spirituality of mind have weared their 
fellow-worshippers by the extreme length 
of time they have occupied. This evil 
inight be easily remedied. But, without 
regarding the feelings of others, or the 
short time the meeting will continue, some 
persons spend from twenty to forty min- 
utes in what they call prayer, whose actu- 
al supplications, if expressed in plain lan- 
guage, might be deliberately uttered in 
five minutes. But it seems theyghave a 
form, which they are resolved to repeat, 
and they do it as mechanically as a papist 
counts his beads. 

As singing forms a part of the devotional 
service of prayer-meetings, care should be 
taken not to sing long hymns. One, two, 
or at most three verses, will be better than 
more. And it is advisable that those who 
read the hymns should not first read them 
over, and then in two lines, as it occasions 
an unprofitable repetition, and a waste of 
tine. 

Lastly, be appropriate. Regard occa- 
sions. Inthe usual weekly prayer-meet- 
ings the immediate spiritual benefit and 
salvation of those who are present should 
bé the chief subject of prayer. Short 
petitions for the pastor of the church, for 
any who are known to be afilicted, and for 
the revival and spread of the work of God, 
may be properly introduced ; fbut to enu- 
merate a diversity of subjects is unsuitable. 
{n Missionary prayer-meetings the matter 
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of supplication is dictated by their name. 
The preaching of the Gospel to all nations 
—the universal outpouring of the Spirit, 
and the conversion of the heathen, are 
subjects not to be mentioned incidentally, 
but to be the substance and end of every 
prayer. As these meetings are of the most 
interesting kind, the attention of Chris- 
tians should be particularly directed to 
them. Their objects are pre-eminently 
great and momentous, and should awaken 
our sympathy and zeal; and with bowels 
yearning over the perishing millions of our 
fellow-men, and witha faith animated with 
the assurance, that “ Christ shall reign till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet,” we 
should unite with more than common ear- 
nestness to beg that his kingdom may come. 
In every other meeting for prayer, keep 
the particular end in view. 

These hints are submitted to your atten- 
tion with affectionate respect—-not from any 
desire in the writer to dictate to others. He 
would have felt happy if there had been no 
occasion to mention them; but occasion 
most obviously existing, he could not be 
silent without sacrificing a name and a 
character he thinks the most honourable. 

A Lover or Zion. 


TESTIMONY FOR THE GOSPEL. 

Mr. Bruce, a member of the Maryland 
Legislature made this observation—“ A 
book, sir, (the New Testament) has been 
made to bear upon this question, that never 
fails to fill ine with the profoundest 
reverence and the deepest veneration—a 
book of infinitely wore value than all othe: 
books that ever were written—and were 
the question put to me whether I would 
take this and exclude all others, and so 
vice versa, I would unhesitatingly draw it 
to my bosom. It is the only source of pure 
morality, the only light to guide the dark 
and wandering mind of man; and without 
which he would be like the mariner upon 
the stormy and tempestuous ocean, bereft 
of chart and compass. Pity it is, the 
world should be so much in ignorance of 
the rich treasures which lie embodied there ; 
and, sir, if there is any thing of respecta- 
bility, any thing estimable or of worth 
about me, I trace it to that fountain. it 
raises man above his fallen nature, it enno- 
bles and givesfhim a dignified, commanding 
attitude, and though surrounded by the ca- 
lamities this world could heap together, he 
would be great amidst the ruins, and while 
calmly suffering, claim your admiration 
and love. A more bountiful legacy was 
never left to man. I speak of it as I found 
it.” — Balt. Morn. Chron. 
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30 Deaf and Dumb.— Obituary. 


DEAF AND DUMB. 


The following remarks on this subject 
are extracted from the Charleston Courier: 

«“ T'> enter this world without a welcome 
—and leave it without an adieu—to suffer, 

and to be unable to communicate your suf- 

ferings—to stand a sad and silent monu- 
ment amid the joys of others, which you 
cannot understand nor conceive of—to be 
shut out of life—to carry within your bo- 
som the buried seeds of happiness which 
are never to grow, of intellect which is 
never to burst forth, of usefulness which is 
never to germinate—to find even your pres- 
ence afilictive, and not to know whether 
you excite compassion or horror—a whole 
existence without one cheering sound— 
without one welcome accent—without one 
exhilarating thought—without one idea of 
the present—without one recollection of 
the past—without one hope of the future— 
Oh; what a cloud of wretchedness covers, 
surrounds, and overwhelms such a deplo- 
rable victim of sorrow! 

“ Now, to throw over such a benighted 
being the sweet rays of intelligence—to 
open the intellect, and let it gush forth in 
streams of light and joy—to rouse the affec- 
tions, that they may know and love God, 
the giver of all things, merciful even in his 
chastisements—to enlighten the soul, that 
it may see its origin and its destiny—to 
cause the lips to smile thoftgh they cannot 
speak—the eye to glisten with other emo- 
tions than those of sorrow—and the mind 
to understand although it cannot hear, 
Oh! what a beautiful supplement to the 


benevolence of heaven !” 





PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY. 
TENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


At the date of the last report the number 
of students was seventy-three. During the 
summer season four in addition were re- 
ceived, 

The following students were regularly 
dismissed through the course of the summer 
session, viz. William Scott, William C. 
Blair, Robert R. King, Joshua N. Danforth, 
Alexander M‘Farlane, Charles S. Stewart, 
Alfred Chester, and Lemuel P. Bates. 
George W. L. Smith, and Cyrenius Cros- 
by did not return after the spring vacation. 

During the winter session, thirty-one ad- 
ditional students were received. 

At the close of the summer session, cer- 
tificates that they had completed the whole 
course prescribed in the plan were given to 
twelve students. 

, Trough the course of the winter session, 
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the following students withdrew in good 
standing, viz. Joseph Hurlburt. Cyrus P. 
Grosvenor, Amzi Francis, George Dun- 
ham, and Henry Duffield ; and the follow- 
ing students were regularly dismissed,viz. A- 
braham B. Hutton, George A. Smith, Ar- 
temas Bishop, and Hugh Wilson. 

Mr. James B. Turner, a member of the 
first class, died in the seminary, on the 21st 
day of February last. 

‘The number of students now belonging 
to the seminary is sixty-five. 

Since the last annual report the follow- 
ing students have been licensed to preach 
the Gospel, viz. Joshua N. Dauforh, Joshua 
Moore, William C. Blair, Charles S. 
Stewart, Henry L. Rice, Charles C. Beat- 
ty, Artemus Bishop, Hugh Wilson and 
James L. Marshall, by the Presbytery of 
New-Brunswick. Thomas C. Kennedy 
and Halloway W. Hunt, Newton, Daniel 
Bb. Johnson and Edwin Downer, Jersey. 
James M. Olmstead, Troy. Cyrus P. 
Grosvenor, Association of Massachusetts. 





OBITUARY. 
For the Religious Intelligencer. 


A few sketches relative to the last sick 
ness and death of Miss Heten Pecr of 
Litchfield. 


Miss Helen Peck was born on the 28th of 
July 1802, at Cayuga in the state of New-York. 
Having lost her father early in life, she remov- 
ed with her mother to this place, in the year 
1807, where she has since resided in the fami- 
ly of Doct. Abel Catlin, with whom her mother 
is connected in marriage. Being naturally ot 
an active and ardent temper of mind, she en- 
tered into the innocent amusements of society 
with peculiar delight, but gave no comforting 
evidence to her parents that she had found the 
‘ Pearl of great price,’ until within the few last 
weeks of her life. Since the late revival of re- 
ligion commenced in Litchfield, it was mani- 
fest that she had become more thoughtful, at 
times, than she had been heretofore ; and that 
her course of reading was materially changed. 
The conversation of some, with whom she oc- 
casionally associated, it is feared, bad an influ- 
ence to prevent her from attending to the mo- 
raentous concerns of hersoul. This led her to 
resist the influences of the Spirit, by which she 
had been impressed, and of which she made 
mention betore ber death, with humiliation and 
sorrow. 

Her health had not been good through the 
winter, but as the spring advanced, ber debili- 
ty increased. In the latter part of the month of 
April last, her symptoms became more alarm- 
ing On the evening of the last day of April, she 
supposed herself to be dying, and the neigh- 
bours were called in to witness the solemn 
scene This was the day when she professed 
to haye experienced an humble submission to 
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her Saviour, and her soul seemed to be filled 
with hope, and joy, and peace in believing. 
‘Those who conversed witb her, (of which the 
writer of these sketches was one) felt satisfied 
with her account of the exercises of ber heart, 
which she expressed with great clearness. As 
she considered herself then just about to launch 
into eternity, she seemed auxious to spend the 
few moments that might be allotted to ber, in 
the service of her God. She conversed freely 
with all around her, and then commended 
herself, ber companions and triends, in bum- 
ble supplication, to the care and protection of 
her heavenly Father Although very much 
exhausted, sbe obtained little or no rest through 
the succeeding night. Very early the next 
morning, (May Ist) ber symptoms again be- 
came very alarming, and the friends of the 
family were once more invited to the house. 
As we entered her room, we found her enga- 
ged in singing, with peculiar energy and sweet- 
ness,the 396ih Hy mu, in the Hartiord selection, 
entitled “the dying Christian to his soul ” 


«Vital spark of heavenly flame, 
Quit, oh quit this mortal frame ;” &c. 


She sang this and several other hymns and 
psalms with great clearness and apparent de- 
votion. Tu some standing around her bed, 
she remarked, “ if singing praises to the Lord 
is so interesting a partot the worship in heaven, 
why should we not begin it on earth ” 

Aller uniting, at Ler own request, with a 
brother in prayer, she became peculiarly ani- 
mated, and addressed her female companions, 
who bad now assembled in considerable num- 
bers, with great earnestuess and tmportunity, 
on (he importance ot preparing to die. Sie 
eulreated them, with the deepest solicitude, 
not to postpone the momentous concerns of 
the soul any longer, nor to omit any opportu- 
nity that should be afforded, when religious 
instruction could be oblained ‘The devout 
exercises of her heart were then expressed in 
the most humble and fervent supplications to 
the throne of grace. So correct and method- 
ical were her expressions, that those who heard 
lier were astonished at her acquirements in di- 
vine science, 

Exhausted by her constant exertions to 
speak, and almost sinking under the pressure 
of her complaint, it was again judged necessa- 
ry for the company to retire; and as she was 
requested lo compose herself to rest, she en- 
treated her dear mother to pray for her while 
sliv slept, as she said she never expected to 
awake again in this world, After the compa- 
ny bed generally retired, in the presence of a 
few Christian friends, she commended herself, 
her friends, aud her ail to the guidance of in- 
finite wisdom, and fell asleep. 

Contrary to her own expectations, as well 
as of others who were about her, she again re- 
vived, and hopes were enteriained that she 
inight recover, and be permitted to evidence, 
by a life devoted to the Lord, the Sincerity of 
her recent profession, But her debility was so 
great, that she became subject to spasmodic 
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affections, cramps and convulsions, which 
seemed to weaken her intellect; and on the 
27th of May inst. she expired without a strug- 
gle or a groan. 

During her tedious confinement, she seem- 
ed to be a patiern of patience under suffering, 
and of resignation to the will of God. She of- 
ten expressed the fear, if she should be permit- 
ted to get well again, (bat she shonld dishon- 
our the religion of Jesus; and often, during 
her partial delirium, her broken expressions 
evidenced that she kept the great subject of re- 
ligion uppermost in her mind 

From the foregoing brief sketches, the read- 
er may obtain some faint impression of the late 
character and exercises of mind of Miss Helen 
Peck: but it jis impossible to do justice to a 
scene where eveery word and action of the pa- 
tient seemed indescribable, and yet deserving 
of particular notice. 


The following lines were written after the fu- 
neral of Miss Helen Peck had been attended 
—May 28th, 1822. 

The deep tolling bell has announc’d to the ear, 

That Helen has fled to ner home in the skies ; 

Her youthtul companions have tollowed her 

bier 

To the lonely abode where her body now lies. 

The notes which she sang when her death 

seem 'd so near ; . 

The ardent devotion which broke from her 

tongue, 

Still linger, and echo, and break on my ear, 

And almost forbid me to think she is gone. 


Metbinks I can trace her aerial flight, 

(Having witness’d the scenes and the path 
which she trod,) 

From weakness and pain to that world full of 
light 

To enjoy the blest vision of Jesus her God. 


Come then, dear immortals, since one so be- 
lov'd, 

Has paid the last tribute that death could de- 
mand ; 

Contemplate the tomb, into which she’s re- 
mov'd, 

And the bar of our Judge, before which we 
must stand. 


Oh, can you forget, when you stood round the 

Where ‘Helen address'd you with ardour and 

How phantbet hung in rapture on all that she 

When ind you to place your affections 
_above ? 


* « Clarinda bas died on the bed where [ lic, 

And what is the profit that you have receiv'd ? 

And now must young IJfelen be summon'd to 
die, 

And no lasting benefit hence be achiey'd?"’ 





* Clarinda Darling, the daughter of Thomas 
Darling, Esq. of N. York, died at this place, Uct. 
19, 1821. 
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‘¢ Must victim on victim go down to the grave, 

To teach their survivors the shortness of life ? 

Aod will you oot sitive, dear companions, to 
save 

That precions betrustmest which time must 
survive ?”’ 


‘* Believe dying Helen; this world is a snare, 

its pleasures and honours can never suffice ; 

Of all its fair promises ever beware, 

And pigs your best treasures secure in the 
skies.” 


But all is now silent, the spirit has fled 

To mansions of Glory, or shades of despair ; 
‘The body now sleeps in the Tomb of the dead, 
Awaiting the sound of the trump to appear. 





EARLY PIETY. 


Joun —— was from his infancy remarkable 
for sweetness of disposition, and appeared to 
be very early under the guidance and influence 
of the Holy Spirit. His mother was very fond 
of him ; she took great painsin teaching bim to 
read, and used to explain to him, as they went 
on, the meaning of many passages he did not 
understand. ‘This taught him to éhink as well 
as to read, and made him very much like to 
say hislessons to her. One day, when he was 
between four and five years old, he was read- 
ing to her in the New Testament, and when be 
came to those words, * The foxes have holes, 
and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son 
of Man bath not where to lay his head,” his 
eyes filled with tears, his tefider breas: heaved, 
and at last he sobbed aloud. His mother in- 
quired what was the matter: but for some time 
John could not answer her. At length, as well 
as bis sobs would let him, he said, “* | am sure, 
mamma, if I had beea there | would have giv- 
ep him my pillow.’ 

When about a year older, on returning from 
church, he said (to his aunt, * Were not you af- 
fected with what the minister said to-day ? you 
know his text was, “ Ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.’ Then you know, 
aunt, he stood still for a while, and said no- 
thing ; I thought it was to give us time to think 
what we wanted;—what did you ask for 
aunt?’ She did not answer his question, but 
replied, ‘ What did you ask for, my dear?” He 
said immediately, ‘So many things that I 
wanted came into my mind, that | could only 
say, * Lord, tby will be done.” ’ 

This prayer was soon answered ; for, on the 
following fuesday, this dear child was seized 
with a fever, and before another Sabbath he 
died, and, we have full reason to bope, was 


taken to heaven. 
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Early Piety.—Poetry. 
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POETRY. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 

The fallacy of the opinion that it is impossi- 
ble either to Christianize or civilize our abori- 
gines, illustrated in the death of a Cherokee 
convert, the brother of Catharine Brown. [See 
the Religious Intelligencer, p. 741, vol. 6. } 
Come, lingering Sceptic! whose unyielding 

pride 
Would lock salvation from thy brother's need, 
Come, ask the grave, whose hollow voice bath 
sigh'd 
A revocation of thy erring creed. 


Approach like Thomas,when his doubting sight 
Shranktrom the sun-beam of conviction’s hour, 
And if, like him, thine eye desires the light, 

Confess with trembling lip the Saviour’s pow’r. 


Come, sordid soul, by avarice basely led, 
Who pity’s claim for heathen woe hath spurn‘d 
Behold! thy vain excuse in darkness bred, 
Hath to its vile original return’d. 


Thou too, O Christian ! seek the peaceful tomb, 
Where “dust to dust” thy brother rests his head 
With his blest faith thy wasted zeal relume, 
And drink the deep monitions of the dead. 


Ye lioly band! who to the forest child 

Have borne that hope which gilds the midnight 
cloud ; 

Have turn’d from homes where each allure: 
ment smil’d, 

Aud dar'd the laughter of a thoughtless crowd. 


This ransom'd soul which now in glory shines, 

Where had it been, had ye refus'd your aid ? 

Had ye but chos'n the wreath which pleasure 
twines, 

Nor sought the sheep that in the desert stray’d. 


PRAYER. 


Praying without instilling principles, may be 
as inefficacious as instruction without prayer. 
It is like abusbandman who should expect that 
praying for sunshine should produce a crop of 
corn in a field, where not one grain had been 
sown. God, indeed, could effect this, but be 
does not do it ; and the means being of his own 
appointment, his omnipotence is not less ex- 
erted, by bis directing certain effects to follow 
certain causes, that it would be by any arbi- 


trary act. 
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